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PEPE PEOPPODD PPLPS 


'The CASE of- 
J adifferent Things 


Uſed in the 


Worſhip of God 


EXAMINED. 


I indeed thoſe who Diſſent from the Ziturgy, and 


Ceremonies of the Church of England, (though ; in all 

things agreeing to the Do&rine profeſſed in her 

Articles, and defjrous to make her Rule, the Rule 
alſo of their Lives and Converſations) be ſuch damnable 
Schifmaticks, as they have been repreſented, and a Sepa- 
ration from that Church, (though but- partzat) be a Sepa- 
ration from Chriſt, as an 7n/0# with hey is the ſame with 
Union with Chriſt ; they have reaſon with all thankful- 
nels to Recognize the Charity of thoſe Reverend and 
Worthy Perſons, who within theſe few weeks have con- 
tributed their charitable Aſfiſtance to them (and that at 
ſo cheap a rate) to ſave their Souls from death, and to 
recover them out of thu (at leaſt by them ſuppoſed) ſnare 
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(2) 
of the Devil ; for as to fave a Soul is the greateſt Cha- 
rity," {q'to- ſuffer» upon oxr Brather,' 'is' indeed to hate 
him in our heart, Lev, 19. 17. They are therefore highly 
concerned, tg look narrowly, ans} ſee whether indeed they 
have done according to the Cry againſt them ; and if they 
apprehend nor, yet at leaſt to Jet ſo great friends know 
the reaſon. why: they differ from them , in their appre- 


henſions. And at leaſt to be thankfil to them for the. 


Lady's band they have uſed in handling (their Jap) 
ſores, as believing that God is not in the Whirlwinds © 
mens paſſions, but in the fti# voice; and that Solomoy 
ſpake like 8 wiſe man, when he. taught the World, that 
a ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, whereas grievous words 
ſtir up anger. Bones of Contention (like Flints upon a 
Cuſhion) are beſt broke by a ſoft Tongue. 

Amongſt the late Writers, there being one Reverend 
Perſon who hath more ſtruck at (Jugalam cauſ#) the very 
Root of the Controverſies in debate, in his Caſe about 7- 
different things, (for whether the Uſe and Impoſition of 
the Liturgy, or the Ceremonies ( which are the appurte- 
nances to it) be the cauſe of mens Diſſent, ſtill it ſeem- 
eth to be bottomed in the diverſe apprehen/zons of our 
Brethren and us, about Things Tndifferent (at leaſt in our 
Brethrens apprehenſions) .and if we could look upon 
them under that Notion, poſlibly our Conteſt would nei- 
ther be great nor long.) We have therefore choſen to 
begin our Debate there, only adding, that if that Reve- 
rend Author had been pleaſed to have determined who is 
to be Tudge'of Things Indifferent as to a mans practice, 
whether his own Conſcience, or his Super iour,and what is our 
duty, where we upon Arguments to us ſeeming highly bares 
bable, judge a thing unlawful which our Superiour judgeth 
indifferent, he would (in our Opinion) have made the 


matter in diſpute, much fitter tor an Argument, where- 


as 
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(3) 
as the moſt Diſſexters judge, that as he hath ftated-.it; he 
hath but Zegg'd the Creſton ; ſuppoſing | thoſe things 
Indifferent, which (ſuch it may be is their weakneſs) 
they cannot but judge unlawful, as they have often told” 
their Brethren. 


There 1s none of them but agreeth with this Reverend 


Author in his Notion of 7; hings Indifferent, explained, p. 3. Page 3. 


That they are ſuch things, as by the Divine Law are mer- 
ther enjoyned, nor forbidden, Things indetermined by the 
Law of God in Nature or Scripture ; Middle things, be- 
twixt /awfuland unlawful,” From whence we think it fol- 
lows, that none with reference to our practice can deter: 
mine and judge what is Indifferent, but he muſtalſo judge 
of Duty and Si; for how ſhall any determine the middle 
before he hath meaſured the diFarce from the Extremes? 
And whoſo maketh any power (forreign to his own 
Soul) judge of a thing /ndifferent, maketh that power alſo 
the Judge of Good and Evil, Dutyand Sin; for if he can- 
not determine what is my Duty, nor what is my Sin 
(which ſurely none but God can) how ſhall he be able to 
determine what 1s neither the one nor the other, but 
lieth in the middle betwixt both: So that as to any per- 
ſons praCQtice,there can be no Umpire betwixt a man and 
his own Conſcience : For his practical Judgment of Con- 
ſcience alone muſt to him interpret the Will of God as to 
Good or Evil, without which. determination, he can never 
judge of what lieth between them both. It is true, that 
as neither Daty nor $7 derive their nature or denomina- 
tion from the private Conſcience, but from the Divine 
Revelation, ſo. neither do Thines Indifferent. They are 
not things which we fancy, but which indeed are not 
commanded or forbidden. But as to our pradtice, what 
Judge have we to determine what things are ſo? what In- 


terpreter' of this Divine Will, but our own practical 


B 2 | Judg- 


(4) 
Judgment, which muſt as to our practice determine-the 
Will of God to us as to Duty and Sin, and conſequently, 
as to- what lies betwixt both, unleſs we will outwit even 
the Church of Rome, and conſtitute an /»fa//ible Fudge as 
to matter of Manners, not as to matters of Faith alone. 
No Superiour that ever we heard of, arrogated to himſelf 

a power to determine S/n and Duty, and how he ſhould 
determine of what (confeſſedly) lies berwixt them both, 
partaking of neither without a Predetermination (as to 
his Inferiors practice) of both the extremes 15(we confeſs) 
to. us very hard to conceive; ſo as though there be things 
thatare /ndifferent, yet what things are ſo every man muſt 
judge for himſelf, no other can judge for him. 

This ſeemeth moſt highly reaſonable in matters of 
Divine Worſhip, being ations, of which, above all others, 
go2d Chriſtians ought to be tender both in regard of the 
Vengeance of God ſo revealed againſt no {ins in holy 
Writ, as againſt Errours of this nature,and the great diffe- 
rence of 7 rue and Falſe Worſhip, lying in the /n/titution, 
or Non-Inſtitution of it; and what more reaſonable than 
raat God ſhould preſcribe his own homage ? What earth- 
ly Prince, or Maſter in a Family, doth not challenge this 
prerogative to himſelf + or what is there of any value in 
our Acts of homage 'toithe Supreme Being more than Obe- 
dience to his Will. If that be wanting, the Sa/? » wantix 
to the Sacrifices of our God, which (as we humbly con- 
ceive) leaves no more room for perfettive,than corruptive 
Additions to Divine Worſhip, ſuppoſing the DivineRule 
ſufficient ; for in that caſe, what we call a perfeCtive, is 
indeed a, corruptive Addition ; what can be an a& of 
Obedience to God, but what he hath commanded, whe- 
ther he hath forbidden it or no? If we bid our Servant 
g0a mile, and he goeth two (poſſibly hoping to do us 
ſervice 1n it) we hope his going the ſecond mzle is no act 

of 


| (5) 
of Obedience to us, though we did not forbid him. In 
matters of, this nature. no at of. ſapererogation js allow- 
able, beeauſe it can be'no Obedience; an Obedience is all 
that is worth a raſhin the aCtion, and much better than 
Sacrifice. | | 
Nor.is the /awfulneſs or unlawfulneſs of an ation to be 
meaſured, without-a due view and con{ideration of Cir- 
cunmſtances, which have ſo.great an influence upon Moral. 
ations, as the diverſity of them alters the nature'vf the. 
action.  Bonum ex caufis integris, ſo as the ſame thing may 
with ſome Circumſtances be our dutv,which with others 
is our fin; which Circumſtances varying as to individual. 
perſons, the ſame thing really lawful to one, or to per- 
ſons in one: Age, maybe unlawful to another, or in ano- 
ther Age; : According to the Opinion of a particular Cox- 
ſcience, the Offence or no Offence of Jews, Gentiles, or 
the Churches of Chriſt, &c. ſo as we canhot- conceive 
how it is poſſible that in things , of Divine Worſhip, 
things of an indifferent nature ſhould be the juſt matter 
of any humane determination, further than the particu- 
lar practice of the perſon determining ; for the Circum- 
ſtances of another may vaſtly difter from his, and what is 
indeed indifftercnt (to his practice) at leaſt may be utterly 
unlawful to his Inferiour as to his practice. : 
From hence followeth, that though what the Reverend 
Caſuiſt faith, p. 4. be true, That there are Things Tndiffe- 
rent in (we mean only relating to) the Worſhip of God, 
yet we cannot agree that ſuch things may, though not pre- 
| ſcribed, be lawfully uſed im it, it he means, by thoſe who 
cannot ſo apprehend them indifferent, whatever they in 
themſelves be, becauſe, though the Will of God be the 
Primary Rule, yet a mans Pradtical Fudgment is.and muſt 
be the Proximate Rule of his ations; for he that dothe 
what he verily believeth to be unlawtul, is equally guilty 
| with 
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with him who doth what indeed is ſo. For though his 
Think ſo be not-the meaſure of fin, yet it is to him the 
meaſure of it, becauſe he knoweth no better, nor can 


. better inform himſelf, and God hath ſet him no other 


Judge. And were it not that we thus believe, we ſhould 
think a Memberſhip in the Church of Rowe, were much 
more adviſable than in any Proteſtanz” Church; the Pa- 
piſts have Superiours enough, and mihy of them men of 
great Learning and Judgment, in whoſe determination 
vere it lawful to acquieſce, and to ſubmit the Pratical 
Judgment of our Conſcience blindfolded to theirs, we 
might quick!y arrive at a Catholick Vnity, the moſt de- 
firable thing in the World. 


' Beſides, rhat it is impoſſible a man ſhould be guiltleſs 


in doing what he verily judgeth unlawful, becauſe he 
manifeſtly by it ſheweth himſelf in love. with fin ; for, 
though the action be not ſo which he doth, yet his doing 
of it 15 ſo, becauſe not from a perſuaſion of its lawfulneſs, 
but of the contrary : So that conſidering his ation as an 
humane action, which ought to proceed from Judgment 
and deliberation; it is inordinate, and therefore ſinful, 
and as much diſobedience to God as the att of one of our 
Children or Servants that ſhould do what we would have 
done ignorantly, and verily believing he ſhall anger us 
by doing of it. | 

The Reverend Author takes it for granted, that we 


grant the Circumſtances of time and place are indifferent, | 


and left ro humane Prudence tofix and determine and p.5. 
He thinks that if Natural Circumſtances be ſuch as the 
ation canno' be performed without, it will much ſerve to 
juſtiſy moſt of the things in aiſpute. Our Reverend Author 
cannot but know that Dr. Ames, and many more have 
told him they mean by Natural Circumſtances, Such as 
reſpect not the attion as a Religious aft, but as an humane 


act, 


af, and fo time and place mult be. too, being what is as 
neceſſary to 4 Fanyrs Pleadivg, as to a Churches Praying, 
It is very true thele mult de-determined. .by humane. pr|u- 
dence, but-that they mult. neceſſa:ily.be determined by - 
the Prudence of the Superiour, and may not be determin- 
ed by the Prudence of the agents, is another Queſtion; not 
to diſpute which, the malt ſober Diſſenters ,will agree 
in tizeſo things tq obey the Command of Superiors pro- 
vided it be notſuch as by Circumſtances. it is 'mage Gaful, 
For even in things truly indifferent we know that jt is 
neceiſary that we ſhould obſerve the three general rules 
ofthe Apoſtle given us torour Government in thoſe things. 
"Wie x 4 all tor che honour and glory of Gad. 2», 50 
as leaſt offence be given to, any. 3. So as. ſhail be moſt 
for ed:fication, 1 Cor. 10. 31, 32, 33. So as if our Superi- 
ours ſhall Command us never to Preach nor pray but at 
eleven of ;he clock at night or three in the morning, and 
to meet for it no where but in ſome ſordid place, or where 
half the people, could not hear, or the Miniſter not ſpeak 
without danger of his health: Or where meeting we muſt 
be expoſed tothe ſcorn and reproach of many ſober Per- 
ſons;theſeCircumſlances would take away the indifferency 
of thething as being contrary to the Apoſtolical Rule in 
caſes ofthat nature. He thinks that Geſture and Habit are 
as indifferent as #me and place, and ſo conſequently a Sur- 
plice and Kneeling, the firſt being an habir, the Second a 
Geſture. : 

We do think that ZZabit and Geſture eſpecially the lat- 


- "ter ( forhabit ſurely is not naturally neceſſary (we read 


of none before the Fig-leaves were ſown together,Gey. 3.) 
are natural Circumſtances, the one morally es obs 
other naturally ſo, for though a Perſon may pray naked, 
yet he muſt do it, ſtanding, ſitting, lying or kneeling, and 
by the Cuſtom of civillized Nations ſome habit is neceſſa- 
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ry alſo ; nor hath God any where 1n the letter of Scrip- 
ture determined what clothes we ſhould wear in Worſhip, 
nor| what poſture we' ſhould uſe. For we have better 
thoughts ofour judicious Author then to think that he will 
- fay, that becauſe God hath not preſcribed that we ſhould 
pray knceling or fitting, or proſtrate, or landing, there- 
fore our Superiors may Command all their ſubje&snever 
to pray publickly, but grovelingupon their face or ſitting 
on their peſles; **Or 'becauſe ' God hath no where Com- 
manded this or that habit, nor forbidden any, nor dire&- 
ed whether ourclothes ſhould be of Wool,or S:/k, or Hair, 
or $kins ; thattherefore Superiours may determine thar 
all Miniſters, ſholild'pray, or Preach covered with ari 
Oxes hide, or-Lamb Skins, or in ſuch « dreſs, - as Aaron 
was to go into the holy place in. Nor ſuch a dreſs as 
Popiſh Prieſts ordinarily wear inſaying Maſs, and at no 
other times. Nor can we think that ſo Reverend a Perſon 
would fay, that in caſe of any ſuch Commands,” Miniſters 
or people might lawfully obey. If not, we would gladly 
know why 2? Ifthe anſwer be becauſeof the indecency, or 
becauſe ob the Scandal of them, or becauſe of the apiſh 
imitation of Idvlaters would be in them; Weask no more, 
and will freely grant him, thatſuch time, lace, Geſtures, 
habits are lawful,- as may be made uſeof withour appa- 
rent diſhonour to God,and expoſing Religion to a reproch; 
and withobt, 2. Any reaſonable offence to good people, 
3. And with a profit to thoſe that uſe them equal to o- 
ther times places habits,- and Geſtures, with any others 
time, place, habit or Geſture. And when all is ſaid that 
can be, here muſt be the iſſue, for noSupertour hath a po- 
wer for de({ruction, but only for Edification. 

Nor can we be fully of our Reverend Brothers mind, 
that, 7n the Worſhip of God ( in political things ( the Su- 
periours proper Province the caſeis otherwiſe )Superiours 

| may 
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may determine Circumſtances which God in his Word 
hath left at liberty, God left itat liberty to the Jews in 
the paſſover, Exod, 11. 5. To take the Lamb from the' 
Sheep, or from the Goats; their meat offering, Lev. 2. 5, 7, 
might be baked on a flat plate, crin a frying pan, they 
might take the peace offering of the +exd or of the flock, . 
Lev 3. 1,6. The burnt offering .might either be of the 
herd or of the flock, Lev.1.3, io. 1he burnt Sacrifice might 
be Turtle Doves, or young Pigeons, v. 14. We offer it to 
the Judgment of the whole reaſonable world, whether 
Moſes after this might have made a law commandin 
the Jews at the Paſſuver touſe none but &kzas, for the burnt 
offer ing, none but Bullocks for the mear offering, never 
to offerit but fried, and for their burnt Sacrifice to bring 
no Pigeons of any ſort but only Turtle Doves,and whether 
had any ruler in 1ſrael made any ſuch a law, a Conſcien- 
cious Jew could have thought it lawful to have obeyed 
it. If not, let not our Reverend: Brother think it ſtrange if 
we judge the ſame of Words in Prayer, which God hath 
left at liberty ( obſerving the general rule of conſonancy 
to his will ) of Habits and Geftures ſuppoſing them left 
at liberty, and that none who is to uſe them verily judg: 
eth them unlawful. | 

We give a great deference to our civil Superiors com- 
manding in things apparently conducive to the keeping 
ofthe Peace, the Government of Nations, we acknow- 
ledg we arenot in ſuch things todiſpute expediency with 
them. God hath ſaid they are Gods, bur evenin things of 
that nature,  0o1nſtances may be given of things intheir 
own Nature indifferent, at leaſt not Commanded, where 
the higheſt pleaders for abſolute Obedience will pull their 
necks out of this Collar, and not touch thoſe heavy bur- 
dens ſo much as with their little fingers, whichathey fo 
briskly lay upon others ſhoulders, :Will they allow ng 
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| (10) ; 
and Parliament, to make a Law, thar being ſick they ſhall 
uſe no Phyſitian but ſucha one as they ſhall appoint, or that 
in cueſtionsabour their eſtates,tbey ſhould only go to ſuch 
Lawyers as they nominate 2 Will they eat no fleſh in 
Lent, cr in Fiſh days, becauſe by Gods law it is indifferent 2 
Would they obey their Superiors though by a law com- 
manding them to make all their Sons 'laylors and Shoe- 
makers, &c, yet where hath God commanded or forbid- 
den any thing in theſe caſes ? © 

Will they reſide allupon their livings ? Take no plura- 
lities 2 All know Superiours have Commanded this, and 
perhaps though the letter of holy Writ doth not, yet the 
reaſon of it Commands the ſame things. Are they the 
Commands of their Eccleſiaſtical Supericurs which they 
think oblige? And are-former Canons not contrary to our 
ſtatute Law (as is pleaded) obliging? Will they then, or 
do they never drink healths 2 they know little that know 
not that the Canons of the Church: forbid themy if not in 
two, yetl am ſure in one Council, to drink healths ? 

Our Reverend Author ; von on to prove that ſome 
things in the Worſhip of God are indifferent. If by in the 
Worſhip, he means relating to the Worfbip of God confi- 


. dered meerly as an humane act, no man can deny it; but 


tf hemeans there are any a&ts of Worſhip are ſo, we can- 
not agree it, but we will not preſume any thing ſo abſurd 
of ſo worthy a Perſon. For Circumſtances, we before faid, 
we'doubred it not.- . 

Our Authors firſt reaſon is. drawn from the confidera- 
** tzon of the Rales (as he ſaith) laid down in the Goſpel 
© relating ro the adminiſtration of Divine Worſhip which 
<«.( except what refer to the Elements, &c. in the Sacra: 
« ment )are taken from the Nature of the thing, and fo 
*« alwaies: were obliging: to all ages, . under the ſeveral 
« variations and forms of Divine Worſhip, and will be al. 

| © wales. 
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<« waies fo to Chriſtians in the World, viz. Such as re- 


&« ſpect Order, Decency and Edification,inſiſted on, 1 Cor- 
&« 14. 26, 40. So that .we are no otherwiſe bound, then 
* as bound by , thoſe, meaſures, ,and. where we are not, 
© bound by them we are free... ES 
This is then the Opinion'of our Reverend Brother, that 
for Circumſtances attending the as of Worſhip, we are 
obliged to nothing, but only to ſee. that what we do, be 
orderly,decent,and tor Edification;tor before the Law none 
were more obliged, &c. To which we craveleave to an- 
ſwer, 1, That we can underſtand nothing by orderly or 
according to order, but without Confuſion, whatſoever 
is not done confuſedly is done orderly. z. By decency 
we can underſtand nothing but whar is . oppoſed to /or- 
d;dly. ( of which thelaw of Natureor guiſe of Countryes 


mult be the meaſure) nor can we think of any ation 


thatis not decent, if the Contrary to it be not decent, 


- in the Eye of Nature or Common Judgment. We cannot 


apprehend it in the power of man to Create a decency. 
The greateſt Emperours wearing: an Antick habit, or 
commanding it to be worn, would not make it decent, 
till it could preſcribe, or had obtained.a common con- 
ſent. Edjfcation is a larger word,and fignifieth what the 
ſame Apotle in the ſameFEpiſtle calleth the Profit of many 
that they might be ſaved. So then, nothing ought to be 
done in ſo grave an action as the Worſhip of God, but 
what may be done without Confufton, the contrary to 
which the Apoſtle plainly refle&ts on, x Cor. 14. 26, 40. 
2. So as neither the Light of Nature, nor the common 
Judgment of Chriſtians ſhall judge indecent. Nor any 
thing 3. But what may be for our own or others profit, 
that we or they might be ſaved, of which nature can 
nothing be that is idle, and ſuperfluous; and certainly 
in all 4s of Obedience oe which there is a pays 
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Rule in the Law preſcribing them ) every a& expreſ- 
ſing no Obedience, muſt be vain, idle and fuperflu- 
ons. We muſt freely grant we have no other Rules 
nor Meaſures. That which is not commanded can bring, 
God no glory ; that which is idle can do our ſelves no 
good ; that which reafonably offendeth cannot profic 
others. 

But we. ſhall not 'need debate this any further, for all 
that our Reverend Author doth. conclude from hence is, 
That there are ſome particular Circumſtances relating to 
the Worſhip of God, which in their own nature are Indif- 
ferent, and to be regulated by humane prudence, which 
yet may be ſinful, ' as offending General Rules given us, 
by which we are to govern our ſelves as to ſuch Circum- 
Alawees. This (if we underſtand him) is his ſenſe, p.7,8. 
in which we heartily agree with him. As alfo with all 
which he faith, p. 8, and 9. (ſaving that we think it im- 
poſſible to be proved, that either the Love-Feafts, or 
Ebly Kiſs, were any more than Civil Ufages in uſe yet 
amonegft friends, which the Apoſtle commanded Chri- 
ſtians to ufe as became Chriſtians, in a ſober, temperate, 
and chaſt, or holy manner. ) 

Page 9, But we cannot ſo well agree with what he faith in 
- the clofe of p. 9g. about the' Polonian Synods decree as to 
Kneeling at. the Sacrament. We very well know, 
that ſince our Church hath declared, that to do it as to 
the Bread, were an Idolatry to be abhorred : And that 

it is not intended as an homage to the B:dy of Chriſt 
there really preſent, which Body is in Heaven only ; ma- 
ny grave and Learned: men do not confidently judge it 
uniawtul, contioering that in all probability our Sa- 
viour firſt adminiſtred it Kneeling and Sitting backward: 
upon- his Leggs (after the Jewiſh manner of eating ) 
adding Leaning (by them alſo ufed at the Paſchal Supper;) 


all 
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all which were different trom the poſture inſtituted at 
the Firſt Paſsover. Burt yet many others do ſcruple the 
lawfulneſs of performing an At of Adoration ( which 
Kneeling in Worſhip alwaies was accounted) betore a 
Creature expoſed to them as the Objefum motizum, or 
inciting ObjeCt of ſuch Adoration, which others wou'd 
alſo ſtumble at, if our Liturgy had not declared it on! 

a poſture of Rewerence, which phraſe it were adviſable 
that all the Sons of that Mother would uſe inſtead of 
the more offenſive phraſe a poſture of Adoration. It is not 
at all to be wondred, that the Lutherans in that Petri- 
conian Synod, ſhould determine as they did, confiderin 
their particular-7exe? for the Real Preſence of the Body 
of Chriſt, and the ordinary paſſion and raſhneſs even of 
Luther himſelf as to that point, and the intemperance 
of his Tongue 1n all Debates in that caſe ; and that his 
Followers have been much worſe than he, and more ab- 
ſurd in their Tenets as to ir. Did we believe that 'the 
Body of Chriſt were there really preſent, we ſhould. 
think it not only a matter of Decency, but higheſt Dur 
not to Kneel only, but to fall down and Worthip before 
the Lord our Maker, without any reſpe& to the Bread - 
as exciting us to it; but our Church hath declared, and 
we do believe Chriſt's Body is in. Heaven, and-not of a 
Nature that (contrary to the Nature of any Body) it 
can-be in a thouſand places at the fame time. 'Fhofe 
therefore that in that point heſitate, ought to be tendey- 
ly dealt with, being ready with all due Reverence, and 
and expreſſions of it, to: receive thoſe holy Myſteries ; 
but fearing a poſture of Adoration in it uſed* by Jdola- 
trous Papiſts, who abſurdly think the Bread is gn the 
fadJen turned into the Opener” Dany of Chriſt : 
And: by the Lu/herars, who believe ſuch. a Body of 
Chriſt 15 there really preſent, as their ſenſe —__ 
t | 
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tells them is no Body, being neither expoſed to our 
ſenſes, nor having any Dimeniions, nor being limited by 
any ambient Air, ,or the boundaries of this or that place. 

We having agreed that there are ſome Circumſtances 
of Humane Actions-in God's Worſhip, not only Nazu- 
ral, common to all Actions, but of a Moral Nature too, 
relating to them as ſuch Attions, which God having nei- 
ther commanded nor forbidden, may be uſed by thoſe 
who judge them ſq,are not much concerned in what our 
Reverend Author faith upon his ſecond Head, where that 
is all which he undertakes to: prove. Only we think 
they muſt not be ſuch as have any thing of the Nature 
of Worſhip in them, but may as well be uſed in meerly 
Civil Actions, as in Religious Duties, If there be any 
thing of homage to God in them, they are Wor/hzp, 
(which muſt have an Inſtitution) but if there be nothing 
of that, but they be only uſed as neceſſary Circumſtan- 
ces of Humane ACtions, or ſuch without which the 
Light of Nature, or common uſage ſhews us the thing 
cannot be done, or conveniently, or comelily done, we 
believe they may be uſed, provided the Perſons uſing 
have no contrary Opinion of them upon particular 
grounds not common to all men. 

Thus our Saviour Preached in the Synagogues as Pla- 
ces of conveniency, and upon the ſame account we uſe 
Pulpits to Preach in, and Pews to fit in, and Bells to call 
men to the Worſhip of God. Thus before Chriſt did eat 
the Paſchal Supper, he drank a Cup of Wine, and doubt:- 
leſs atit he drank alſo, though it be not recorded. People 
need no Inſtitution to drink while they are eating. Thus 
he uſed the Jewiſh Poſture in eating the Paſsover, being 
a Poſture no where (that, we. know of ) uſed by Idola- 
ters 'nor being any Poſture of Adoration ,, but their 
ordinary Poſture of eating Meat (ſetting Leaning aſide, 
| and 
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and whether he leaned or no we know not.) Thus the 
Apoſtles uſed rhe hours of Prayer, which alſo they might 
have changed if they had pleaſed. That the Jews ever 
ſent any to Gaols, or Excommunicated any for not keep- 
ing to thoſe hours, we do not find. There is nothing of 
Religion in the time, more than in any other part of 
time. Thus St. Paul uſed Circumciſion and. Purification; 
which yet the Apo/t/es would nor allow to*be Impoſed, 
Adts 15.20, 28, That Chriſt was in an At of Worſhip 
when he waſhed his Diſciples feet, our Reverend Brother 
hath not proved, p. 12. As to the Loze- Feaſts, and Zoly Page 12. 
Kiſs, they were no As of Worſhip, nor uſed in any. 
ſuch Atts (ſo no proper Inſtances, as we conceive.) 
There arc few Diflenters we conceive but will rea- 
dily grant, | 
. ©, That beforeor after any aft of Worſhip on the Lords 
day ( which is the Solemn time of Worſhip ) they may do 
many things, which God hath not preſcribed but left in- | 
difterent, they may eat meat roſt, or boiled, put on a 
garment of Silk, or Wol!en, and many ſuch things more, 
being lawful to be done 'on- the Lords day, and that 
before or after an att of Worſhip any day, they may pur on 
any habits, uſe any Geſtures, do any aQs, not forbidden, 
though not Commanded, the indifferency of acts to be 
done by men while they are imployed in an a& of Wor- 
ſhip is all the point in queſtion. Thoſe who ſtumble atthe 
Surplice ( which not many do )* or the Croſs, or kneel- 
ing at the Euchariſt, do not think it unlawful to-wear a 
garment of that form and colour, or tomake a croſs upon 
a pack of cloth or ſtuff, or upon a Sheep for a note of 
diſtintioa, though they have no inſtitution for ſuch a 
thing, they only Scruple to do it in an att of Worſhip. 
2. That in anadt of Worſhip; they may do ſome things 
which are either xece{ſary to the. action, or convenient oy 
| | FRE 
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the aion,and are only generally appointed as things with- 
out which no humane ation can be,or ſuch or ſuch a grave 
ation ought not to be performed: Qr the aQ:on cannot 
be done conveniently with r: ference to its end, All hu- 
mane aCtions muſt have time, and place, the Perſons do- 
ing themmuſt” be in ſome habit, or Geſture ; Diſſenters 
never lookt for an inſtitution to prove that they ought 
to go to ſome Church near them, or that they might uſe 
a Bell to tell them the time, that the Miniſter might uſe 
a Pulpit, and they __ uſe Pews, or Peſles or Mats with 
an hundred. things of the like nature uſed by them eve- 
ry day in as of. Worſhip; we cannot therefore think that 
our ReverendBrother hath either dealt cloſely or ingenuoyſly 
with us; not i#genuoxſly,for he ought not to have ſuggeſted 
things no Diſlenter ever told him; not cloſely, for he can 
never make any juſt proof, that while our Saviour was 
worſhipping his Father,he ſtept aſide to w.2ſþ his diſciples 
feet:Or that the Primitive Chriſtians were either &;/i»g,or 
Feaſting one another,in the time or ad of Worſhip;we hope 
the Miniſter muſt wear his S«rplice in his atts of Worſhip, 
& ſign with the Croſs within the complex a& of Worſhip, 
for he aſter it with Prayers concludes the aCtion. The 
people muſt kneel i» he at of receiving. But we do not 
know how our Brother will ever be able, to prove that 
the Primitive Chriſtians were ever kiſſing or taſting 
while they were in the act of Praying,Preaching or Hear- 
ing or Baptizing or breaking Bread at the Lords Table; 
what Diſſenter would Scruple ( did his Superiors Com- 
mand ſuch a thing) to put on a Surplice and wear it an 
hour in his ſtudy before he went to Preach a Le&ure 
( though he would think it like being imployed in water- 
' ing. the dead tree or with his finger to make a Croſs on 
the Church gate as he came home ?) 

3}, Some poſture in an humane action, being neceſſary, 


and 


Is, | 
and\none by God determined, in every A&t of Worſkip ; 
where there is no determination, they believe themſelves 
at4iberty, and think they” ought not to be determined 
by any © thing. bat their own pra@tical Judgment ac-. 
cording to preſent Circumſtances, it is a /zherty with 
which God hath made them free, and ſuch a liberty as 
CircnmRances not to be foreſeen,may neceſſarily incline them 
ts determine (themſelves in" one way or other. They do 
not believe that the' Children of rae! could by-#t5fes 
and Aaron be determined to bring only Bullocks, or 
Sheep, or Lambs, or Goats, or Turtle-Doves, or young . 
Pigeons, when God had left them a liberty (as their 
Cirtumſtances 'ruled) to' bring either a Bullock, or a 
Sheep, or a Goar, or Turtle-Doves, or young Pigeons. 
They think that where in-matters of Worſhip hath 
wrete'Or's, Whether by his Pex in facred Writigg ; or 
by His -vt' preſcribing the particular Circumſtanges,” no 
Mman'&an lot them” out; thongh themſelves may as t6 
their oWn/prattice, for this or that particular time, or 
A@&; whete 'they *cannior uſe more than one of thoſe 


” Out Reperevd Author, Þ. 13 . thinks that Dr: Ames 
hath Gai Ybthing  in' this caſe, in ſaying that ſome 


things brotight' as Inſtances 'of the lawtulneſs of things 
in a&s of Worſhip, which yet axe norpreſcribed, are not 
to the purpoſe, becauſe they are but Civ?] V/agts, "ard 
wer as wel out, us ih the Worſhip of God. © © 
t, Becauſe thy willJuſtifie the uſe of a Surplice white 
«© Garments being uſed in Crvil Caſes. +8 
2. Becanſe Civil Vſages uſed in Religious Aﬀts, become 
Ken CET... Rho anh is 
. >, Betauſe "it u evident, that Chriſt's waſhing the 
Dilcigies feet, the holy Kiſs, *a#nd Love-Feaſts, were not 
meerly Croil Yſages. © | 
| D 4. Becauſe 
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4 Becauſe then every thing lawful -in Cl. fage 

would be lawful ina Relig:ous, At.) + 1 dee 
5. Becauſe then the + ofition, 1s deſtroyed, That. no- 
thing is to be uſed in the Worſhip of God,. without T re- 
ſcription, except the Natural. Circunflances of Adtion, 
SCC P. L3, 14- "I | PENIEETY au 
it we do not miſtake, .the. Reaſon, -why Dr. Ames 
and others do think that .Czvi/, Zſages may. be uſed. in 
Acts of Worſhip, 1s, becailſe they are either neceſſary. to 
the Adctios; as it 1s an Humane Act, or convenient, or 
comely, tor the Acts with reference to. their ends, and they 
do tliink that fuch Zſages which, may ordinarily be uſed: 
in other Humane Actions of a grave. nature, may be uſed 
in Acts of Worſhip; and being fo- uled, are vo more than 
appcndants to the Action, ,cither asa meerly. Humane 
AQ, or as a grave Humane-Act, Hence they never iook- 
ed for 4n Inſtitution for a Miniſter's Preaching,more than 
for an Orator's making an Oration ».,a F,ulp;t, nor. for 
Seats for. them to ſit in-while they. hear a. Sermon, more 
than for the like conveniency while they are hearing an 
Orator for an hour together. - Nor for a Be to call them 
td Worſhip, more. than for a Be/ to call a Family to 
Dinner. or. Supper. Nor for a Gown or a Clag# tq Preach 
in, more than for the ſame ordinarily to walk, aa up and 
down the Town. But yet ſome of them cannot but look 
for an Inſtiturion for a Garment, which they muſt be 7yed 
to uſe in the Worſhip of Gody and refrained from the wear- 
ing of at other times, not only becauſe here what God 
hath left at liberty to them 4s reſtrained; but becauſe the 
appropriation -of it to the Religious A, ſpeaks ſome- 
thing of Religion and Homage to God intended init. 
Nor can. we+think that civil uſages become Religious 
when- uſed in Religzous atts, what Religion can any poſ- 
ſibly imagine 1n the uſe of aP«lpit,or a Pem,or a Bel? For 
| | they 
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they. only relate to ghe ator as. ant humaze aTion, or a 
grave humane action, to be, pertormed by one, to many, 
nat a$+1t-15.4n att by which an. homage 15: paid anto-God. 
Nor is there any evidence, that Chriſt * AGO 50h $A 
feet as, ot inan at of Worſhip. Much leſs that the'bely.k:/s, 
or Love. feaſts were fouled, only indeed Chriſtians in rhe: 
uſe. of them were obliged.to behave themſelves relig ouſly, 
thatis, as Perſons who feared God,and in all their ations, 
were obliged to behave themſelves temperately andchaſli- 
ly.. Nor can we conceive by what conſequence it follows. 


- That becauſe ſome Circumſtances neceſſary tor all ations 


whether civz/ or ſacred,or conventent for ſome ations both 
Civiland Sacred, or decent for any grave. ations, whether 
Civil or: Scene ,cIge without any particular-prefcription 
be uſed in SacredAcCtions as well asincivil,eſpecially grave 
Attions,theretare all 6wi/ uſages whether fo xecefſary,or ſo 
convenient,or {o decent,yeaor no,may'be'broughr into aſa- 
cred uſe:By albthis-it witheaftly appeat,thatthe- Poſition of 
Dillenxers is not deſtroyed, but only. a Poſitiou which their 
adveriaryes have impoled upon them wirhour any ground 
from what they evec alerted, or we have read at'leaſt. 
Bur our Keyerend Author," p. 15." thinksto- corroborate 
his Propoſition, Thatthings Indifferent ; though not-preſcri- 
ed. may be lawfully uſed; in. Divize Worſhip... Indeed! as 
ated by, hin it needed no+corroboration.For:noneinhis 
wits did ever dany ir, had our Reverend Author been plea: 
ſed to haveſtated thequeſtion{ as indeed itis ):thus: 
Whether; things, the_ doing, [or not doing of iwhich God 
bath not preſcribed, being neither neceſſary to the attion' as 
an.hungane ation, nor conventent. for it (with: reference 2d 
thoſe that perform it) for the ends of it;rnornaturally wor 
in. common judgment. ſuch, without which it cannot be done 
decently, may be lawfully uſed in the Worſhip of God by all 
Pexſons,\ 0x by any Perſous,-who judge that. Gud hath fort id: 
az of D 2 de RB 
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= the part to which, they are by men determined. 
either inthe letter, or by the:juft reaſon, and conſequence of 
holy\Writ, as forbidding all uſeleſs, and Superfluous thingy, 
ini ſo ſacred att ions; or things not neceſſary and uſed ording- 
r1ly in Tdolatrous and Superſtitious Services,or judging thit 
in Worſhip every man is ſui juris, and oaght not t0 be depri- 
ved of the liberty God hath left him, may be univerſally and 
lawfully ufed. | FETAL 
He might have met with very many that had differed 

from him, but that things indifferent though not pre- 
ſcribed, may be lawfully uſed in divineWorſhip,none ( that * 
we know of ) ever doubred. - Pts 

Our Reverend. Author 'will yet prove this ex abhundant7; 
p15, 16, 117. Becauſe thoſe that judge ſo.( which indeed 
arenene at-a!l ) muſt elſe, LD gf MLM 
" 1. Have had no Communion with the Primitive Churches, 
who all uſed ſome ſuch things. .. 2 


- 


2: Nor muſt they have Communion with any Churches now 
in being, which all. have fome fach things i" uſe  mong ft 

thendss 07 3Hode th an9fs on TE HORNE SEE 25g 1s) 
Nor muſt any have Communion with them ,- for they 
themſelves determine themſelyes in ſuch things. Thiis 1s 

the ſum" of what he faith, -p.:15, 16, 17, 18319." '' © 
For'the Primitive Churches \'we thall: not much concern 
our: ſelves:mote:then' in "inqairing what we ſhould ' have 
been, and done, if Adam had abode in his ſtate of Innocenty, 
Actual Communion with them is tous impoſſible, what 
uſages they had, or - with what liberty and+ indulgence, 
ſame things amongſt them" were uſed we cannot tell;bur 
when we read 7ertallians books de Tdelolatria; We are 
apt to thinkwemuſthavehad no Communion withthem 
1f-we would keep to any Uſages (how indifferent foeyer 
in themſelves) that 'had been anneceſſary,. and uſed once 
ith ido/atrous Services; Nor«can" our! Revefend Author 
| & Q make 
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make itappear to'us, that nogie could have Commmugi! 
on'with't de Churches," unleſs -he'Yid '*. the” Lords 
Foe per faſting, or Prayed towh} be Eat. But Yeaving their 
Rigs a5 great incertainttes, and to'be 'Knbwn only y up- 
on the credir of "their writings publiſhed'by che known 
Depravers of all writings that have come” to thelt Ba 
and have had in them any thing notfor thelr' intereſt, Tet 
us conſider the prefent Charts of Chrift with Whom'th- 


deed we are edritern't rs hold Commimnion. 


2. That ever' Enitches Chriſtian, muſt praiſe every 
thing which the hutches practiſe which he hrh Com: 
ns Fo with, or be "co neſibled! to have'tio Communion 
with'it, is'to us New 2fertfr do-molt fitthly believe 
that Chrilt' haq' Communion with 'the Jewiſh Church, 
and as firmly believehe had nothing to do'with thetn in 
the Traditional pork eee Oe (which he f9 often and 
ſteadily condemned in the part pwned by hiFather. 
Beſides, Weever tot vi Chu of God in - and, and 
thoſe it New'Eygl.'to fay nothing of the Reforme Fburches 
in Holand, France, and Snztzerland to be true C hurches 
of Chriſt.” Vet weave not heard of any rhing they have 
in then, uſed in A&s-of Wor {Hi Chad's not coming with- 
in the latitutde' of the Citcan 3% before tnenriohed') 
but” whats i'r Ne ef 'CeRteptin -ofly ome Forms of 
Prayer teat 6 'Sacratnent; ) none of all theſe re-* 
ceive the Sacra vo kneeling, nor compel any torective- 
it/tanding or fitting, but leave at" liberty What Gbd path 
left ſo. [For the Fr 0 f Pra er,we have not heard of any: 
compelled to'uſe Arn} if they do uſe thetr,we know n 
reaſon but people” may heat them, if any Scrup les ' We | 
uſe ofthem, he” may yet have Coniridnion LO the 
Church, we hope, though | he doth not ati In It, as Minis 
ſter.” O 
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- to, be blamed. we Yes Etats -wherein,, Our 


Reve1 nd Cc have vo.C ommand - mor £xam- 


Author. xells us, mmand nor 
ple for,Sprinkling the Child. ix. & aptiſm: . Withdue, Sub- 
mi{li6n ro our Reverend Author, we hope that,” Matth.28, 
wehavea Command for a ſacred, waſhing with water in the 
name of the Father Son and Holy Ghoſt. Every. one knows, 
thar a Perſon or-thing, may be. waſhed either by dipping 
himor it in water, or by, Sprinkling or pouring water up- 
on himoy it. God hath left us to our liberty which way 
to do it; we are only todetermine our ſelves byCircumſtan- 
ces. Wecannot.think dipping a Child in our Country law- 
ful, becauſe it may probably. be: the Childs death, we uſe 
Sprinkling or-pouring indifferently.Have we not a preſcript 
for this * One way.or other we, muſt waſh ze. By dipping, 
we muſt not do it, only the other two ways remain, we 
ſomerimes uſe one, ſometimes the other. 2 Obj. We bave xo 
Command for fitting at the, Lords Supper. Nordo we'make 
it neceſlary,- it is indifferent tous to ſit, or toſtand, if any 
ſcruple kneeling,it is for the reaſon beforegiven,becaule ir 8 
a poſture of adoration,and there is before their Eyes brought 
an objetum motivum, the lawfulneſs of an adoratzon-of God 
der that Circumſtance is the only thing they, queſtion. 
Far conceiged Prayer which is the .next not. preſcribed 
thing our Reverend Author mentions. we knawano bod 
faith, no other muſt be uſed in Gods Worſhip; that. which 
hath been faid-is, That thoſe to whom God hath given the 
p ift of Prayer ought to uſe their own gifts in that att, not o- 
ther mens. ; and our Reverend Brother knows that he and 
hers have been. told where, and how'this. is preſcribed, 
both in the letter, and reaſon of holy writ., For his,third. 
inſtance about /aying hands oy a.book when we ſwear, It 
is ne further allowed by us thenas a convenient Circym- 
ance to Thew that we are the Perſons that invoke Gog) - 
at-that; time; agivil, no: facred Bags Op pomglingce 
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with,it,.is bytan cyidence tgour Superiours of our. read. 
neſs to obey them as to. ſuch Gommanded Circumſtances 
as come Sithin.che latitude. bofore expreſſed, which are 
no Ceremontes., properly. ſo, called,' butmeer necellary, 
or Convenient. Circumſtances. either of Actions, or ſuch 
or.ſuch AQtions, conſidered abſtrattly trom; any Religi- 
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or the orher {:f. condemning..nftances, produced by Pag.18,r9. 
our: Reverend: Author we do nbt.' think them worth the 
while to reply any thing, not only becauſe we deſign not 
the detence, of the particular Sentiments ofany party, but, 
becauſe.we apprehend. them, ogly.brought, Ad. Fopulum, 
nor one of them relating to. Divine Worſhip.z. to Adin 
which our Autkor bad reſtrained his.queuon; and this, 
P. 19. hehimſelf is ſenſible of, but tells us, the caſe 3s the 
ſame, Wehope not, till we agree ſo, who aflure. him we 
think ten rimes is more, allowed, to humane Prudence. in 
matters of Gavermpent then in, matters ,of Worſhip where 
we pay, an inimediate homage. ta. God, and” have rea- 
ſon to expe&t, that himſelf ſhould tell us-how it ſhould be 
paid. Our Reverend . Brother ought not in :this caſe ſo 
much as, to. have named any ſuch,things, 1-ſt any ſhould 
imagine his hope. was more to, out-number us. in words, 
then outweigh us by. Scripture and reaſgn- - | | 

But he is now come to that -wÞich he tells us muſ? put Pape 19; 

an iſſue to the diſpute for if there be no ſuch poſition in Scripe. , 
ture, either expreſſed in.it, or to be gatheredfrom good con- 
ſequence from it,they have gained the point, but if there be, 
then they muff give it up. We. join with themn that - 
iſſue, alwaies provided that he alloweth us. ro form our, 
own poſition, which we form as before, in this manner : 


There are no things inor within Afts of Worſhip to which 
God hath not determined us by his revealed will, and which 
are . 


4 
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- ray the  Httion, ns aw: 


aye ndf'rerefſa ou | 

0# Cofruenient-* km Tt Y wirh 
paference Ita't con of ſuch: 1488 , nor kturully, nor In 
( onrmon Jullemient fuch, without\ the uſe of whith the A163 
muſt be Rrdbtly pe rformed, which may lawfully be uſed in 


ane: Aion, 


or) Atts by all Perſons, or by any ry who w_ that 


Ice 


This 3 is the Diſſnters Fai plained. uf our Reve- 
"ras ator will OE. this, we are ready 'to de- 
ye: * __ to prove; that thoſe 
revby > Phe ve all Dink conform 
toare, © 
1. Things Nirirlly SES ro all' humane Ats. Or, 
2. "Things convenient for-them as ro EE with 
releretics! tothe triie ends of futh'afs. O 
. Such as Nature ſhews to be comely for al humane 


' Aﬀts, or ſuch grave As at leaſt, or which Common judg: 


ment ſo judgeth. Or, 


4. That men may. do, what they, reaſonably judge ſin- 
tull. "Or, 


's. "That Web; is fto real to judge uſeleſs] 2nd Super- 
_ Actions in the Worſhip of God finful. Or, No 
reaſon, 


6. So to, jadge.of the things not is. to be uſed 
I Odds Worthip , and which have" been, nd! are ordina- 
tily ſed in ddolitrous Worſhip. 'Or, © 


7. That 


(%) 
 :45/Tharmhere.is'no reafot} ro Judpe,/ that Chriſtians. in 
marters'of Worfhi iÞ OV ought to be _ at.liberty 4n gung 
where God hath:fo letr themy |! 

': If our-Reverend Author: hath i the-Pofition: 28 ere 
ſtared, and argued it, we ſhall conſider' what he hath ſaid, 
ifnot we ſhall very lightly paſs over what he hath faid, to 
what ſcarceany body denies,and expect till he hath juſti- 

fied all or any of the ſeven laſt mentioned particulars. 


Our Rev. Author: ag) we the anſwer of all Ordina- 


ry exteptiotis apadinſt-rhe Zawfulzeſs of doing ſome things 
in Divine: Worſhip which God hath not Commanded. 

- "The firſt is, From the charge upon the Iſraelites far do- 
ing things which God. Commanded them not,. which is not 


only;-Lev 10. 1. 'bat,: Dems. BE 3- Fer. NIN Ch. 32 35. 


Fer. 19. 5. Fer-29: - do b. 
; "That which our ain Author fich in-anſweris no 
 Morethen-what hath been'many times ſaid; #hat by things 
not Commanded are meant things forbidden, and Kath no- 
thisg 4 arg bue only 5.» iv + 

14; That the th *A mentioned in Serighurs Lo unhich has 
phraſe was applied, were things" forbidden,'as Jdolatry, 
offering ſtrange fire, &c. Which is true, but why are ſuch 
things expreſſed tous in this phraſe as »ot Cl ommanded ouly, 
burenly to let'us know 'the _ of a thing in Gods 
Worſhip »# CoMmanded is: 

z.T hat the gu31 of the fin of "Taelevry: and Superſlition 
lay in this, that zt was a thing not. Commanded, had God 
Commanded thoſe things, they had been a true worſhip, 
and-adceptable. + 

2. Heſaith; the Vows did do what God G ommandedthen 
not, David deſig wed a'Temple, the Fews' inſtituted Purim, 
and Worſhip in FARE Theſe are all the: inſtances 
given by our Reverend Authory anſwered: long ſince by 
Dr. Ames; in his Freſh ſuit. David indeed deſigned. a 

E Temple 


Obj. 1. 


Ob}. 2. 
P.24,25- 
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Temple for/God! wittiouir-a' Command, but God Checked 
him tor it 'for this:very reaſan, 2 Sam, 7, 7.and-though - 
he approved his generally gaod: intebtion;'yetihe reſtrajn- 
ed him 8s ro bis:44; ab: may. beſeentinuvart: Chap. lt ly- 
eth upon our.-Authot | to prove the »f4aft of : Purim was 
kept asa Religious. feaſt: there' is no order for any Relz- 
gious Atts 10 be pertormed in.it. If it were, it was general- 
ly Commanded under. the Precepts. of giving thanks for 
publick mercies. :'The Worſhipping of God in Synagogues 
wanted no. fpecial'Comimand, being,'but a Circumſtance 
Convenient, if not neceffary ro publick Worſhip confider- 
ed as an humane ACt :- A multitude of people could, not 
meet to Worſhip . God tagether without: a'fit place. 

The 2d Obje&tion\whichour Reverend Author pretends 
to anſwer is from, Zeut. 4.2. where Gad forbids-to add 
to his rule 'or to diminiſh\from it. To-this he anſwereth, 

1. That he agreeth, that we, muſt not add to the Werd, 
what God forbiddeth,nor diminiſh from it what it requireth. 

2. -That we muſt not add to it by: appointing) any thing in - 


flead of what God appointeth, mor diminiſh, by taking away 


what God hath Commanded.s . 4 
2. That we mit not o:expound Gods. Command, as'to 
make it fruſtrate. Is 
4. That we muſt not add, by making tt at which js not 
the Word of God of equal Anthority\with the Word. \'\;.'\ 
&.. That we: muſt not aſcribe the ſame efficacy to humane 
Inftitutions as to thoſe; which are Divine. In theſe things 
weare all agreed. 37] 
| What pity it 15s that we cannot agree with our Reve- 
reval Authorin what falloweth, viz. That the doing any thing 
(though-not.\ falling ?within our former exceptions of 
things we judge lawful) i» Divine Worſhip not Command- 
ed by God, ws no fin; But we have reaſon to agree with him 
if indeed wherein we differ, we do yot only differ from him, 
Fer F but 
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but from Cori and his Apoſtles and all Churches. But is 

it indeed ſo.? He hath here only diftated, not bringing 

ſo much as one inſtance to make it good.. So that it is 
enough for us to deny the charge. - 

-. He comes to a third obje&tion, That the doing of ſuch Obj. 2. 
things in Aﬀts of external Worſhip as are hot Commanded Pag. 16. 
is contrary to the ſecond Commandment, Thou ſhalt not 

make unto thee any, Graven image. This ObjeCtion might Aangy. 
have been ſpared 'by whoſoever have uſed it, we do in- 

deed. think ir a volation if the ſecond Commandment. 
The reaſon, why we fo judge'ts, Becauſe as in the 6th 
Commandment it is agreed that all injuries to'our neigh- 

bours' Perſon is forbidden under the higheſt ſpecies of 
fuch Ads and in the 7th Commandmental ſpecies of un- 
cleanneſs or Adts of it are forbidden under the prohibiti- | 
on of Adultery, and ſo in all the reſt ; So in the ſecond ' 
Comniandment all errors in the matter of external Wor- 
ſhip are torbidden under the ſpecies of [dolatry. 2. With- 
out this interpretation (not of this Precept alone but all 
theother 9g.) The tex words: will not be found the tenth 
part of what is commanded, and forbidden us in holy 
Writ. Errors in Worſhip are not reducible to any Pre- 
cept but the ſecond. We do not equallize /dolatry and . 
Superſtition, but fay they are both fins againſt the Rind 
Commandment, becauſe in other Scriptures plainly de- 

clared fins, and we conceive them hardly reducible to 

any other of the Ten Commandments; ſo that indeed 

this is no new Argument, but muſt be proved by the 
Scriptures brought to juſtifie the two former, For our pag, 2 -, 
Reverend Author's Anſwer to Dr. Ames, we are not con- 28, 29. 
cerned in it. Nor doth our Author fay any thing beſides 

in anſwer tot! :s Objettion : We intend no ſuch prolixity 

as to defend what all others have ſaid before uz; nor do 

we ſee any thing in this ObjeCtion, but what was in the 

FM Els E 2 two 


two former, and defended "ih our Ucſnee,, of thern; 
Ouy Reverend Author comes to a very gredt Argument 


Pag. 29 from the ſufficiency of the Scriptures. Ke propoſeth it 


Page 30. 


thus; If there be not-a Rite for all things belonging t0 the 


'. Worſhipof God, the Goſpel Th be leſs *perfett than the 


Law, and Chri/t would. wot be ſo faithful as Moſes in the-care 
of his Church. We had rather lay'it thus: ” 

If there be not a Rule for all things belonging to. the 
Worſhip of God.(except {ch gs as we have before ex- 
cepted, for which. it is impoſſible there ſhould be a Rule). 
then ?/e Scriptures. are noFa le td make us wiſe to Salua- 
tion. perfeft,and throughly furniſhed unto al good works,  * 

But the %ripturs able to make us wiſe to Salvation, 
perfet, and throughly furniſhed to all good works, 2 Tim. I 


"15, 17. 


The Argument is the ſame, oily 1 Would ſpare the ma- 
ny words neceſſary to make out Chriſt's comparate faith» 
fulnels WR AMR: Go OE -* 

In anſwer to this,our Author faith, IT, 

That the ſufficienc of $ criptuve, and faithfulneſs of Chriſt 
is not to be judged [4 what we fancy they ſhould have, deter- 
mined, but by what they have. Very true, and they have 
determined whatſoever may make us wiſe 10 Salvation, 
perfeft, throughly furniſhed to all good works, Now if the 
Worſhipping of God be a good work, and the right doing of 
it, hath any tendency to-make.us- perfect, or wiſe to Sal. 
vation, they muſt have a ſufficiency in thetn to dire&t 
us in that,and certainly none will ſay, but a true and per- 
fe& Worſhipping God,is of the highelt fort of good works. 

Our Author tells us, The Scripture  perfeet for a the 
Ends it was wrote for: We ask no more; then 2? # ſuficient 
to furniſh us to all good works, for that is one great End, 
and we are ſure Ads of Worſhip are works eminently good. 
It our Reverend Author can ſhew us any Act of Worſhzp for 


the 
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the performance of which in ſuch a manner as God will 
accept, we cantiot ſhew him direCtion of Scripture (with 
the additton only of ſuch Circumſtances as are naturally 
neceſſary to all Zumane Aftions, or evidently convenient 
fot an Ation of a grave and weighty Nature for the ob- 
taining the Ends of it; or, appeating to any common 
Tudgneent to be fo decent, that without them the perfor- 
mance would be ſordid, and indecent,) either 1n the Pre: 
c&pr of Sccipture, or in the prattice of the firſt Guides of 
the Church}, he ſaith ſomething; bur if he can ſhew us 
no ſuch thing, we muſt mainrann the ſafticiency of the 
Scriptute, (becauſe the'Apoſtle hath told us ſo) as to fur- 
nith us as toevery good work, 1o totheſe in a ſpeciat man: 
ner. Now if the Scripture, with the' Light of Nature 
ſhining out in every reaſonable Soul, be ſufficient, whatſo. 
ever in Worthip'is added muſt be deficient and faulty, be 
cauſe uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. If indeed it be nor /uf5:ienr, 
then Reaſon or Authority may fupply ; but then the Apoſtle 
was miſtaken, who faith it is. It any one ſhall ſay, we 
have no written word for 7:me, or Place, or Habit, or 
Geſture, or. Bells ,or Pews,or Palpits, &-. with an handred 
things of rhat nature, which we uſe in the Worſhip of God. 
We have no direCtion to 4zeel; or and, or fit when we 
pray,nor what wordsto uſe, &c. We anſwer, the moſt 
of theſe things fall under the three ſorts of things except- 
ted out of our Poſition, and that reaſonably ; for we need 
no Scriptures for what the Light of Nature teacheth; the 
Light of Nature teacheth men to Worſhip God in the moſt 
decent manner they can, fo as none ſhall reaſonably judge 
our Aion ſordidly performed, The Lighr of Natur&(we 
having the proſpe@ of an End) diretteth us ro uſe the moſt 
convenient Circumſtances for it ; and the Law of Nature 
will inforce men jn doing Actions to uſe time and Fes 
For other things; ſuch as che poſtures, or Words uſed in 


Prayer; 
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Prayer ; the holy Scripture is every where as ſufficient to 
us as the Law of Moſes was to the Jews,which command- 
ed as to the Paſsover the offering a Lamb or X7d, and left 
it to the diſcretion and conveniency of the Offerer to de- 
termine which. In other Offerings to -ofter . Bu/ocks, 
Goats, or Sheep, Turtle-doves, or young Pigeons, but did 
not determine which : leaving it. to the Offerers conve- 
niency or choice. For ffanding, /iiting, or kneeling at 
Prayer, God indeed hath letr the one or the other of 
them to us not determined, leaving it to our choice or 
corveniiency which to uſe, who, ſometimes cannot- uſe 
ſtanding, another time cannot uſe kneeling, He hath 
commanded us to Pray, and that with our Voice, as well 
as with our Hearts. But he. hath not told us what words 
we ſhould alwaies uſe, nor was it poſlible the Scripture 
ſhould dire& all Chriſtians words; but he hath given us 
all his Word, commanded: us to ask any thing according 
to his will ; we want ſomething this day, ſomething to 
morrow we wanted not to day. God hath therefore left 
us at liberty what words to uſe, as he left the Jews at li- 
berty whether to offer a Lamb or a X74. Let them uſe 
words (not contrary to his will) whether they be French, 
or Dutch, or Italian,or Engliſh,or Latine,whether they be 
theſe,or theſe, or of another form, or in another method 
or order, they are equally acceptable to God. And Moſes 
might by the ſame Authority have tied up all the Jews 
to ofter none but Kids, or none but Lambs; as Superiours 
can tie up Inferiours to uſe none but ſuch or ſuch words 
in Prayer : And the Jexs might every whit as lawfully 
| have-obeyed Moſes in ſuch a command, as we can obey 
any Superiours in ſuch a caſe. - Nay, the lawfulneſs of 
their Act had been a hundred times -more clear, Moſes 
being the Perſon God uſed to reveal his Will by ſpeaking 
with him face to face, ſo as had he done it, they might 


have 
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have preſumed God had ſecretly delivered ſomething to 
him. which was not publiſhed to them. | 

But we hope, as notwithſtanding the O R's or Alzas's 
in the Levitical Law, yet it was a lufficient Rule of Wor- * 
ſhip, and it had been great wickedneſs for any to have 
added-to it: So it 1s alſo under the Goſpel, and being ſo, 
it muſt follow that all Supplements and Additions to it, 
muſt be needleſs, and of no good uſe ; though rhey be. 
but circumſtantial, if there.be any thing in tuch Addj- 
tion,of Worſhip, it muſt;be denominated trom-the Will of 
him that appointed it. | EEEES 

For the faithfulneſs of Chriſt, our Reverend Author, p. Page 30. 
20,makes. it to ye in malters belonging to him as a Media- 
tor (in which. reſpett Moles was a type of hin,.) and di/- 
covering to mankind the method, and means by which he m 
be ſaved. 1s not a right Worſhipping of God one of thoſe 
means 2 Was not Chriſt then faithful as a Prophet >: And 
in-that was not Moſes, a type of Chriſt > Deut. 18. 15. 
didnot Moſes revealthe will of God to the 7ſraelztes, for 
the Rule of Worſhip > Who elſe did it 2 hath not Chriſt 
revealed'his Fathers will as to a new Form of Worſhip ? 
Why ſhould nor Chriſt here be as fazthfal as Moſes 2 Our 
Reverend Author faith, we find no ſuchthing done, »o ſuch 
care taken, no ſuch particular direttions as they hadunder 
the law. Wecannot poſlibly agree with our Reverend Bro- 
ther 1n this thing. For what particular direction (as to 
Circumciſion) had the Jews, (as to the Crrcamciſer or the 
Inſtrument he or ſhe ſhould uſe,) their Rule extended no 
farcher then to the Act and the #4me. Zipporab took a 
ſharp ſtone and circumciſed her Child; probably Abraham 
uſed a knife.Gen, 17. 23. both equally acceptable to God, 
they had indeed a Rule for the Paſſover: Bur what Rule 
had they to determine them to a kid.ora Lamb? Or whar 
words they ſhould uſe in Prayer before they ate it, "* in 

wnat 


(32) 
"what poſture, or at their Paſchal Supper to uſe one, two 
or three Cups. God left theſe things at liberty not for 
'the Swuperiours to determine: but the inferiours to agree 
in. among thermſelves,every one might drink as his appe- 
tite required, and uſe the poſture which was moſt Conve. 
nient for the nature ofthe Action,and bring either a' kid or 
a Lamb, nor do we find, any good Princes ever determin 
ing by their laws to People what the wiſdom of God 
thought fit fo to leave. Ifrhey did uſe one uniform -poſture 
inany paſchal ſociety it was becauſe they agreed it a- 
mong thetnſelves; nor do we ſee any reaſon to conclude, 
they would have ſhut out any from their paſchal ſocieties, 
that becauſe of the inſtirution defired to Eat it with his 
loins girt-and his flaff in his hand, and his ſhoes on his feer, 
according to the firſt inſtitution, Exod, 12.11. yet their 
Rule was perfe&t and ſufficient, becauſe by it it waslawful 
for them todo one, or the other, and they were no more 
acceptable to God that ate a Lamb-in thar fervice,then they 
who offered a kid, that ate 1t ſtanding, then thoſe thatate 
"it in a poſture of diſcubiture. & e202 "43 
For their Sacyifces;the Rule was ſufficient and perfe@ as - 
we hope, though one Jew brought a Bu/ock, another a 
Goat, a third a Sheep for a burnt offering, and though for 
2 meat offering one brought what was. baked another what 
was fried 11 'a pan. Nor did any Superiors amongſt them 
keeping to their duty, 'ever offer to limit them wherein 
God did not limit them. If the Scribes and Phariſees in la- 
ter, and corrupter times did any ſuch things, it is no Rule 
for others to do the like, nor will be ſo judged by any, 
who reads the Goſpel and obferveth our Saviours ſenſe 
of their Traditions, and SupererogateImpoſitions. People 
 inan Aﬀof Worthip though they Ad diverſelyare uni- - 
form enough, if they all do what God hath Commanded, 
and do onlzafe theliberty which God hath kft them. / 
Es . Our 
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Our Reverend Author, p. 32, comes to dire& us, how 
we may know what things are /zdifferent, and truly de- 
tecmineth,p 33. that things in an abſtract conſideration 
or in their Nature lawful may in their uſe and application 
become unlawful. We tully agee with what our Reverend 
Author laith, p. 33, 34, 35- and ſee nothing wherein we P. 23, 34, 
difter from him till we cometo, p. 36, 37. where he tells 35. 
us, 
rx. That we are not ſo much to judge of Decency, order, 
and Edification aſunder 'as together, and would not have 
us Judge of Edification trom what moſt improveth Chriſti- 
ans in knowledge or grace, but from what moſt tendeth to 
publick order and agreeth with publick praftice, here, we 
that have friendly walked together with our Reverend 

Brother for three or tour pages muſt crave leave to leave 
him, which yet we would not do if we did not apprehend 
that we ſaw a nearer and direCter way to pleaſe God:: we 
will calmly. tell him our reaſons ( for we think it unrea- 
ſonable to ſend a rational Soul as a Priſoner, to any bar, 
without alſo certifying the cauſe of its bonds aud Impriſon- 
meut; and deſire no more our ſelves to diftate, then to 
hear others diftating to uw which we judge the only pro- 
per canting. ) -- 

-L.In the firſt place we judge the edifying of the Churches 
mentioned-in, 1 Cor. 14. 5. 12. Eph. 4. 12..1 Cor. 14 
Afts 9.31. to be the edifying of the ſeveral Perſons who 
Collettively make up that body which is called the Church. 
The Charch exiſts not, but in the ſeveral individual Chriſti- 
ans.that ( united in ſome Common things ) make it up. 
So that the primary Edification tobe atrended is that of 
particular Souls, mentioned, Rom. 15. 2, 1 Cor. 14 3. 
2 Cor. 10.8. Rom. 14. 19. I Theſ. 5.11. wholo talketh of 
byyging up the Church, in a diſtin&t Notion, from the 
u7lding . up. of, thoſe particular. Souls. that - make wp 

CY F that 


- 


(34) 
that Church doth but diſcourſe of building Caſtles in the 
Arr. 

2. In the next place, we conceive there 75 no imagina- 

| Ble building up of Souls in Spiritual things, but an improve- 

ment of them in faith or Love, 1n knowledge, Obedience to 

the will of God, the fear and dread of God,Sc. we are Com- 

manded to grow, 2 Pet. 3. 18. but in what? Ir follows, 

in grace, and inthe knowledg of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We 

cannot therefore agree with our Brother in refle&ing on 

P. 36. ſuch, who, when they would judge of E dification confider pre- 

ſently what they conceive dothmoſt improve them in know- 

ledge or any particular grace, and having no further conft+ 

aeration throw down the bounds of publick order.For though 

we dotreely agree that no private Perſon ought to throw 

down the bounds of publick order : Yet we know and are 

aſſured, that no man to keep up any ſuch humane bounds 

ought to omit means by which he may improve his own 

Soul in the krowledge of Chriſt, or the exerciſe of his habits 
of grace. 

2. We conceive it is impoſſible thar any order ( truly 
fo called ) ſhould hinder the improvement of any one 
Soul in knowledge or any habit of gra-c.Chriſt did nor truſt 
his Apoſtles with any power but for Edification,not for de- 
ftruttion, 2 Cor. 10. 8. from whence it appears impoſ- 
ſible, that any thing truly called erder, (and not much 
better deſerving the name of diſorder ) ſhould hinder Z+- 
fication, if any think that the very ordering of a thing by 
Superiours, makes it edifying, as experience proves the 
contrary, ſo he ſets up one higher then the Frghe/t, and 
turns Kegulam Regulatam 1nto Regulam FS At A 
Rule under the Authority of an higher Rule into a firſt 
Rule under no Authority at all, and either Nullifies God, 
or deifies a Creature. God hath given us Rules, declared 
the endof them, to be Edification, and that hegave no 


other 
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other power to his Apoſtles : Shall now man come and 
tellus, we are not to conſider Edification, but as in con- 
jun&ion with, and truckling to humane Rules of order. 
This is what we cannot reconcile, the Reverence we have 
for the great and living God to. God ordered nothing 
but for Edification, ſhall man be thought to have any 
power to do it 2 Eſpecially conſidering that Edification or 
an improvementin knowledge, and the habirs of all grace, 
hath the neareſt tendency to the Glory of God, and the 
ſaving of our own Souls, the two higheſt ends of man, 
for none will ſay that he who increaſeth in the knowledge 
Love, Fear of God and obedience to his will doth not 
more Honour God, ani] work out his own Salvatton, then 
he who meerly keeps to humane order without regard to 
thoſe improvements. But we proceed further with our 
Reverend Author. 

2. He gives us p. 37. a ſecond Rule by which we may 
judge of things that in the Worſhip of Gad are indifferent 
which he layeth down thus: 

2.- When the caſe is not apparent, we ſhould rather judge 
by what is contrary, then by what is agreeable to thoſe Rules 
he inſtanceth as to the Poſtureto be uſed in Recezving the 
Lords Supper : Where he acknowledgeth, That the ax- 
cient Church received it ſtanding, ſome forreign reformed 
Churches, and moſt of the Diſſenters chuſe /itting. Others 
ufe kneeling, as-in ours and many more ( we defire to know 
what more, except the Lutherane Churches,becauſe of their 
particular opinion of the Real Preſence of Chriſts Body 
with the bread, for we preſume our Reverend Brother 
did not mean the Popiſh Churches (if they deſerve that 
name. ) Now he faith very truly, Every private Terſon 
Cannot determine which is maſt Decent The ſafeſt way by 
the contrary: If it be not indecent, it is Dece:t, We cannot 
agree that nothing can be Decent but what cither the 
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light of Nature, or the Common cuſtom. of a. place 
makes fo, but not to argue chat pointtiil better Leiſure, 
we believe there is no Diſlenter refufeth to receive the 
Sacrament kneeling becauſe it is not Decent, but becauſe 


. he ſtrongly ſuſpe&ts, or verily belteveth it w4lawful upon 


one account or other which we have before mentioned, 
and need not here repeat, and it is moſt certain that no- 
thing that is unlawful can be Decent. Nor any thing which 
any Perſon. judgeth ſinful, can be Decent to him while he 
{o judgeth. | 

2. Our Reverend Authors laſt Rule is this : 


If the caſe be not apparent, and we cannot eafily find out 
how the things uſed, and enjoined ina Church are Decent, 
&c. We are toconfider that we are in, or obliged to be ofa 
( hurch, and that theſe things do reſped ſuch a ſociety, and 
there{ore are to be cautious how we condemn this.or that 
for indecent, confuſed and inexpedient, when we ſee Chriſli- 
ans agreeing in the Praftice of them, and ſuch whom for other 
things we cannot condemn, when we find, if we argue for-it, 
they argue againſt it, and produce experience againſt experi- 
ence, and Reaſon againſt Reaſon, and that we have a whole 
Church againſt our particular conception of things of this Na- 
ture,we ſhould be apt to think the fault may be in our ſelves, 
and that it is for want of underſtanding, or infight, aud by 


reaſon of ſeome Prejudices or Prepoſſeſions, that we thus 
differ, &c. 


1, Forthoſe who cannot comply with ſome things re- 
quired in the Engliſh Liturgy and can ſay no more, then 
that they think them, not Decent not expedient, not order- 
ly, thisis very well ſaid, for no private Perſon is a Judge 
of theſe things,but if it be becauſe they believe the things 
finful and unlawful ( which nine parts of ten of all Diſſen- 
ters fay ) it affeCts them very little. 3, Yet 


( 37) 


. +2, Yet-ſomething it doth, for if Perſons asto the law- 
tulneſs or-unlawtulneſs /pt a thing, -Diſlgnt trom any or- 
derly Church made up on'y of ſuch members-25-are men 
ot knowledge and blamelefs lives,they ought to doit ve- 
ry peaceably having their faith to themſelves before God. 
But theſe Perſons cannot make a trial how they can like 
the things ( like thoſe that;-talk of Marrying. firſt and 
loving atterward) yet are they obliged to hear a'l rea- 
ſons, &c. ry won nai a FT 

2. The Churches Judgment to be valuedis the Sex/us 
piorum 1n it and 1t none but Perfons of Knowledge and 
blameleſs lives might judge-in- Diſſenters,: caſes, there 
would as they believe be no further hazard to rhem'from 
their Judgments, thenwhat they run, who live by. others 
faith, and can fatisfy themſelyes to beheye: as the Church 
believes, and becauſe it doth fo, whether they ſee any 0: 
ther ground or reaſor for it or no; - nd 

4. We ſhould ever ſuſpect faults in our ſelves, and be 
zealous of our own Judgments-but we cannot act againſt 
them, nor mend tte ſuppoſed faults in our ſelves till we 
ſee them our ſelves without the charitable afliſtance of o- 
thers Spectacles which poſſibly will not fit our ſight. 

Hitherto our Rev. Author hath lent us his Charitable 
hand to help us out of the Mzre wherein-he conceived we 
ſtuck ; if any of us ſtill remain in our places we have told 
him our Reaſons) he will now lend us his hand to guide 
us in our way, teaching us how to determine our ſelves in 
the uſe of things Indifferent in the Worſhip of God. Let us 
not refuſe ſo kind and good an hand, but ſo far as we can 
go along with him. 

1. In the firſt place we obſerve he ſpeaketh to none but 
thoſe that judge the things to be ſuch. as God hath net- 
ther Commanded nor forbidden the uſe of, either in the 
letter or juſt reaſon; ofhis holy Writ. This mightily __ 
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"neth our Reverend Brothers auditory, for he ſpeaketl 


hardly to two Difſenters of an hundred. But as to thoſe 
few in whoſe Eyes the things prefſed, and pleaded for 
are of that Nature, they are I dare fay all agreed with him 
in whar he faith, p. 40. 

rt. That Chriſtians confidered as Soli ta r1may in ſuch 
things ' determine themſelves to either part as they 
pleaſe. 

2. That conſidered in converſation with others, they muſt 
be careful not to uſe their liberty to-the juſt prejudice of 0- 
thers. Nature fo plainly teacheth the firſt of theſe,and Re- 
welation the ſecond, that he-deſerveth not the name of a 
Chriſtian that Diſfents as to them. 

3.” But he further conſidereth Chriſtians, as Members of 
a Church (as all Chriſtians are or ought to be ) there 
he thinks the Pradtzce of the Church or Commands of Autho- 
rity ought to be regarded, in which Notion alſo they muſt 
be conſidered. Here our Reverend Brother thinks, That 
w''the things be indifferent, aud the Church determineth 
one part the private Perſon ought to yield to the Churches 
determination, and reſtrain himſelf in his liberty this is the 
Sum of what he faith, and proveth, anſwering objCtions 
to the contrary from,-p.41. to the end ofhis diſcourſe, we 
ſhall not need here meddle with the debates about the 


| Natuye of a Charch and what may be called the Church 


becauſe there is the fame reaſon for the Commands of 
the Civil Magiſtrate as for the Commands of the Church 
this caſe, and who the Civil Magiſtrate is in England; 
none diſputeth. Asto the materer it ſelf, 

t. Very many of the Diſſenters agree the whole of 
what our Reverend Author faith, diftenting in practice, 
only becauſe they verily believe the rhings required are 
unlawfull, and proteſting agauiſt any pretence of ſetting 
up their Judginents in competition With the Magiſtrates 
inthe Judgment of things expedient,&c, _24Al 


OY 
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2. All indeed are not of their mind, but though they 
alſoagree withthe former in ging things unlawful, yet 
they ex abandanti,fay if they did judge them indifferent, 
yet being in matters of Worſhip they could not obey them 
if Commanded by men, though they might determine 
themſelves in the caſe; ſome of us are not ofthat mind, yet 
know not well how to refolvetheſe two Queſtions. 

1. Whether either Mofes or Aaron had authority under 
the Levitical Law to determine the things which God had 
left indifferent to his people 2 Commanding all theJews to 
keep the paſſoyer with a Kid, not with a b, 'or with a 
Lamb, not with a Kid, and to offer Bu/loefs in burnt offer- 
ings, not Goats, nor Sheep,vr Jhzep, nor Bullocks or Goats; 
And whether in ſuch Commands Moſes and Aaron 
( though in other caſes unqueſtionably ſo) were the Peo- 
ples Superiors. 

It ſeemeth very hard to us to ſay Moſes or Aaron had 
any ſuch authority, for it had been a controulment ofthe 
Divine Wiſdom, or to fay that in any fucheaſe they were 
the Jews Superiours; for who made them ſo? | 

2. Whether in caſe they or their Juccefſors had mate - 
any ſuch law the People might without fin have obeyed 
them? OS are z'h 

'The reaſon is becauſe Nature'it ſelf reacheth us not to 
part with a'l our natural liberty. Soas though every good 
Chriſtian taketh himſelf obliged in civil things to part _ 
with his moneys upon'the Command of the Magiſtrate 
( in a Proportion with others equally concerned ) when 
the Legiſlative power judgeth it for a Common good, for 
the ends of Government, and to do many other likethings 
in a'reſtraint of our liberty, yer if the ſame power, ſhould 
Command” all in ſuch a precin& to make no uſe of any 
other Phyſician then L. M. or of no other Lawyer then 
R, L.. nor to buy atty commodities but of ſuch rs 
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lar Traders. We believe. moſt-of men would judge they 
were not. in, conſcience, obliged to obey,:yet they might 
as to theſe things .deterinine themſelves. And this hold- 
eth much ſtronger in matters., of Worſhip. conſidering the 
Command we x not to be ſervants of men, and to ſtand 
faſt iu the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us tree, Gal. 
5. 1. we are, moſt of us,confident, that in matters af Wor- 
Jhip no Superzours may reſtrain what God hath left at liber- 
ty. And are only divided as to the latter queſtion which 
we judge alſo Problematical,, .. oh | 
_  Wecannot poſlibly be ot. our Reverend Authors mind, 
that Chriſtian liberty. po other then man had naturally 
before it was reſtrained by.a particular inſtitution. For in 
that we muſt. not/fand faſt becauſe Diuine Inſtitution hath 
reſtrained us in 1t ( unleſs men will fay that in Divine 
Worſhip, there is now nothing 'of any Divine inſtitution ) 
neither hath Chriſt reſtored any to ſuch, aliberty, we al- 
wates took Chriſtian liberty to lye as in other great things 
ſo in a Freedoysan matters of Wor Ps from, any thing but 
what is of Divine. inſtitution (not founded in the law, or 
diſcovered by. the light of Nature ) and in.a Freedom of 
praftice. not of | Juggmext only ( 85.others contend,) for it 
were a ſtrange liberty for Chriſt to have purchaſed for 
any which he could not. uſe,, without, the continual rever- 
berations of his own Conſcience. T9 | 

To, conclude this matter, Is this the Sum Total of Di/- 
ſenters grime, , that they. judge ſome, things forbidden 
them by God and gther thyngs Conmanded ( which they take' - 
themſclvcs thereforebound t9 ave:d or do,) which others 
laok upon; as z-difiereat,ag neither by God forbidden nor 
Commanded, and theretare would have them required, of 
compelled. to. do. $hEm 4 gr. that og Ze it not, Jawful 
for, them, in the ,render. Matters, 0 6: RR Woarltip , 
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then it had been for a Jew being left at liberty to bring 
aLamb,.ora Kid, to' have obeyed an 4/a, or an'FHeze- 
kiah, Commanding him and sll-bis.Brethren'tobring Kaz 
only $A theſe the higheſt crimes tor :which thouſands 

f Go ciencious Chriſtians ( fome of which poſſibly may 
labour under an over fearful Conſcience) muft be. dc- 
nied the, holy Supper of the. Lord-?) And ;yot for:not 
Receiving, be caſt,.into--Gaols,., ruzmed in thein Eſtates, , 
Trades, Health, and as to, whateverfi'this World is dear 
unto them 2 For which. they muſt be-hunted fo Se/#- 
ons [to Aſſizes, and from one Feelefraſtical Fudicatare to 
another, and never ſuffered to beat reft, or to: Eat their 
bread in peace, , ſerving God with gladneſs of heart > For 
which they muſt be reviled, as RebeZous, perverſe, Con- 
tumaczious Perſons, and what the fouleſt mouths will call 
them. Judge ( O thou Righteous Fudge | ) between theſe 
People, and thoſe who thus purſue them | 

..-But certainly Divines who ought to. be no Smzters of 
their fellow Servants ( though their Lord for a while de: 
layeth his coming ) who well enough know that no Con- 
ſciencious Perſon, cando what he werily believeth is un- 
lawful ( whether it be ſo yea or no ) nor ought todoany 
thing with a doubting mind ( whether it be lawful 5 ea 
or 10, ) will think it their duty, not to encourage their Su- 
periours, by Penalties of fo high a nature as may iſſue 
in. the cryes, and blood of innocent Perſons, to inforce 
their Brethren (for their SatisfaQtions ) to part with the 
Right which God hath in their Souls, when they may 
avoid it at ſo eaſy a rate as departing a little from thezr 
ou ( diſputable) Right in Commanding i Gods Worſhip, 
what themſelves will own tobe izdifferent and they miy 
or may not Command as they pleaſe; certainly if indeed 
they have any value for the Glory of God, for the good, and 
peace of others Souls, tor the preſerving the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, 
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digionptwbich Uyesithargduythar Privat CHARA ude- 
ment of diferetipn is:defiroyed)tor the urion of Proteffants 
againit Raaefratoenſertdeiitr any thing indeed-rhat is 


goodiand: lovely; they will beſeech” their Swporcor'ts © 


breakthislong-/aw of contention, - which hath- now been 
drawing much above an hundred years and citt'aſunder 
many:ot:the Lords Prophets; they wilt farely be the 41; 
thors of an" Addreſs ro hs moſt Brxeellen? Maje Pyaviobatlt 
lov fince in twd'Detaratons/ ('the one "rere TRIS 
remember twenty years ſince; the other more theh kev 
taken notice of rhe-difficulty'of reconciling theſe things 
between Perfons. of differing! jadgments as to themias at: 
fo. how; inadequate w'edinin force hath proved alwaies to 
efte&t ſuck »thing That he would pleaſe to owmand rhe 
People to #eturn from following their' Brethren \; Ball thy 
Sword.detour forever. Kuow they not it will be bitterneſs 
in the latter end ? Is it not yet time, that-inſtead ef con- 
tending whorhathua better Judgment, about Things rarffe- 
rent then hisBrorhex, vue: ſhouldbe contending only, whick 
of us thould moſt love his neighbour,and pleaſe him in all 
things, rot: ſeeking our own profit but the profit of many that 
they might be Javed? Why ſhould we thus fall' out by the 
way 2 As we are all-in pretence Travelling towards the 
»ew. Hierufalem; whete{"wtlien'we once arrive, ) weſhall 
be betterable to judge of the Nature of things' ther ir is- 
poſſible we fhould do, while the miſts of !gnorance ( it 
part paſſion, prejudice or intercſt diſorder the Orgay or 


Medium which we here have, by, with or through which* 


we muſt diſcern the''thingsthat differ > Havewe not all 
one Father ? And are”vve not- all Brerhren, both by Na- 
tion,and Profeſſion of Relig10n2 We have indeed ſometimes 
ſeen two Children not re be reconciled one to another, 
whilethere hath been a conteſt betwixt them who ſhould 
to-it felf injoy. #8 dof Milk which the Mother hath 


prepared:, 
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prepared fpr them both, but wehaye rarely ſeen the quar- 
rel hold, when one of them! hath ſhewed {o good nature, 
as freely to yield up all. to its Brother of Sifter, and b& 
content to beg ® littleto ſatisfy its hunger where, though 


< more difficulty,.it could get it. In ſuch a caſe -- S2- 


"ag z1nter. ſe conventt urfts, 


ut what ſhall we fay ? The hand'of the mighty God 
is inthis thing. 1t is not the Sword of Gideon only, but of 
the Lordalfo, that yet imbroils us and wounds the Com- 
mon intereſt of Rel/zz70z in this Natzon,it were elſe impoſ- 
fible, .but that all ſhould ſee ten thouſand times more in 
the Love of God, the Redemption of our Comnioy Saviour, 
the Precepts of holy Writ,the intereſt of Souls, the upholding 
the Religion which we all own,@c, to unite us, then there 
is in a particular Judgment : concerning things indifferent 
(in the opinion of one party ) todivide us, things which 
we confeſs indifferent, are not halt ſo much worth as the 
Romans Cupboard of Glaffes, winch yet his Lofd, thought 
not of ſo much value.as the blood of one Slave. What 
15 now objected hath been ſaid twenty times, and what 
is here anſwered hath been as oft replyed ; to what pur- 
poſe do we ſay over the ſame things again, and multiply 
Bills and anſwers without the leaſt new matter 2 And: 
not make an end of Controverſy? How often have our: 
Brethren faid theſe things are things indifferent > How 
often have they been told whether they indeed be jo or 
no mult be determined when E/ias comes, or rather ( as: 
the Woman of Samaria' faid, John 4. 25. with a little 
difference of ſenſe ) we know that Meflas comes,” which 
is called Chriſt, in great power and Glory with his holy 
Angels, when be is come, he will tell us all things. But 
we verily believe them to be unlawful, this will not ſerve: 
our turns, but if we will not believe: them lawful 


( whereas it is not poſſible we ſhould believe what we 
| G 2 would: 
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would ) or do them, believing them unlawful, we muſt 
loſe our Eftates, be laid up in Gaoles, Ec. "Io what pur- 
poſe do we waſt any more Paper, and not Poſſeſs our 
Louls with Patience, in a ſure confidence that the God 
whom we ſerve, will not deſpiſe nor abbor the affiiftion 
of the afflifted as he hath not in any former times hid 


bis face from them, but when they have cried he hath 
heard. | | 


Nat Ypo0uar Tagy. "Ain. Nat Ygys Kver'ſyos. Rev. 22. 26. 


a 
P'Y 


